showing that the former is more prolific than the latter. Whether the conclusion be true or not, I do not here propose to inquire ;1 certainly, the grounds of the conclusion are insufficient to establish it, and unsatisfactory, seeing that an opposite conclusion is not absolutely inconsistent with them, as I have just shown. And a little ingenuity easily discovers other arguments against the popular view; for example, it might be said that twins as an unnatural and excessive strain upon the female reproductive -powers may exhaust the fecund energies, and lead to comparative barrenness subsequently.
In illustration of the treatment of this subject by physiologists, I cite the following passage from the works of Burdach :2?" In regard to age (says he), fecundity is diminished in the first and last portions of the continuance of the aptitude for procreation. The [MARCH speaking generally, the older a mother is the more likely is she to have twins. 
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